
                                                                                               

Good News for Lent 
												With all the bad news we have experienced in the last couple of years, it’s important 
for us to be reminded of the Good News of what God has done in Jesus Christ. With that in 
mind, our Lenten season is going to focus on the Good News using readings from the 
gospels of Mark and John. Although Lent is a season of repentance and reflection, it is 
primarily a season of preparation for truly hearing the good news of the resurrection of 
Jesus at Easter. We will be looking at how the good news impacted the lives of people in the 
gospel stories and how it impacts our lives now and forever.
            Lent begins with our Ash Wednesday at 7 pm on March 2. In preparation for our 
Lenten journey, you are invited to fast and pray for our church, our community, and our 
world. We will hold a prayer vigil for the twenty-four hours preceding the Ash Wednesday 
service. The sanctuary will be open and guides to help you pray will be available. Although 
you are welcome to pray throughout this vigil, at home or in the sanctuary, you will be able 
to sign up for half-hour or one-hour periods so that the entire 24-hour period is filled with 
prayer. You also are invited to fast during this time as a way to enhance your time of prayer. 
A sign-up sheet will be available in the narthex.
            If you would like to prepare for the Sundays of Lent by meditating on the Scripture 
passages, the readings and sermon titles for each Sunday are given below. Please join us and 
invite your friends and neighbors to join us in this spiritual journey of Lent!
 
March 6                                 Mark 1:9-15                “Good News!”
March 13                               Mark 8:31-38              “Good News—Worth Dying For”
March 20   John 2:13-22               “Good News: The Temple is Rebuilt!”
March 27                               John 3:1-21                 “Good News: A Fresh Start”
April 3                                    John 12:20-33             “Good News—For All”
April 10 (Palm Sunday)      Mark 11:1-11              “Good News—Even Better than Expected”
April 15 (Good Friday)       Psalm 22                     “Good News—Good Friday”
April 17 (Easter)                   Mark 16:1-8                “Good News—He Is Risen!”
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 Ash Wednesday Service at FPCHS 

In person and Streamed Online 

March 2 at 7:00 pm        
               

Join us for this service that draws us into Lent. 

COVID UPDATE 
Given the decline in new cases, hospitalizations, and 

infection rates in Emmet County, along with the low risk 
of severe illness for vaccinated people, Session has 
decided to no longer require sign-ins nor masking in the 
church. 

We are aware that this will be very welcome news for 
some but also will be disquieting for others. We ask that 
everyone please be respectful of both those who choose 
to continue masking and those who do not. 

We also ask that anyone who has cold or flu-like 
symptoms remain home as this is good practice 
regardless. 

Please feel free to speak with any Session member if 
you have questions.



Art & Music Ministry                    Monica Pavel, Director 
My family and I are enjoying the Harbor Springs winter once again. It’s been five 

years since we moved in this area, and each year my girls and myself get better and better at 
skiing. I learned how to ski only since I got here, and my girls already ski like pros. This year 
I got back on the skies after a year and a half of recovery since my injuries, and it felt like a 
miracle to be able to ski and find that confidence again. I thank God every day that He put 
me back together to enjoy activities with my daughters. 
  We recently resumed our rehearsals with Chancel Choir and Kirk Ringers. It is such a 
blessing to make music together. The choir has become a women’s chorus for the time being. 
It was not by choice, but by necessity. Even though I enjoy the repertoire and working with 
the ladies, I hope some day our tenor and basses and new singers will join us to raise our 
voices together. 

Since the pandemic, the choral world has suffered tremendously. Singing in choirs 
has been from early on considered one of the most contagious art activity. Choirs across the 

globe interrupted their activity. During this time, countless of 
professional singers, amateur singers, conductors, and 
accompanists were left without a place to practice their art. Think 
of all the singers from opera houses, Broadway shows, and 
professional choirs where everyone’s daily job is to sing. Think of 
young college students that had just started their studies to 
become professional singers. The damage and discouragement 
were real. My professors had told me that they all thought of 

changing their career in the past two years. As the virus and its spreading powers were more 
understood, the precautions recommended to bring choral singing in person involved many 
changes and adaptations like changing the rehearsals to bigger venues, shortening the 
rehearsals, rehearsing outdoors, masks, 6ft apart and so on. Choirs returned to singing 
together, even though with much loss. Many singers had already made other choices for 
their careers or felt unsafe to return to singing. The necessary safety rules put in place for 
choral rehearsal and performance have continued to make choral singing challenging. 
Choral singing is about uniting voices, blending, become one in harmony and singing tone. 
The masks and distance between the singers have made it very difficult to improve and 
perfect the desired choral skills. Therefore both the conductors and singers have lowered 
their standards and expectations during this time. This caused disappointment and 
dissatisfaction of their artistic achievements. 
  I wanted to write to you about this topic to bring to light a little fraction of how the 
choirs had to adjust during the pandemic and the musicians had been affected by it. I have 
been very worried for my art. It’s the art that we know we’ll continue in heaven, singing in 
angelic choirs!
Monica Pavel Kissinger
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Revitalizing the Church
There is no doubt that these are challenging times for our church. In an effort to understand 
our current situation, what factors contributed to where we are today, and to help us move 
into the future with confidence that we are heading in the right direction, the Session has 
hired a consulting firm. After researching several firms, Session has chosen The Center 
Consulting Group (centerconsulting.org). Since 2002, this nationally respected organization 
has helped over 900 non-profits and churches like ours from all over the country to face 
challenges and re-envision their futures. 

As their website states, “Our experienced team will create customized solutions to help your 
leaders lead well. Consider us your source for expert support and advice.”

The goal of this endeavor is to increase the well being of our church by looking for better 
ways to serve our congregation and community at large. The money to fund this project will 

come from a bequest fund and will not take away from 
any current programming. 

The timeline for this project is this spring and early 
summer. The Center begins the process by listening to 
us and learning about who we are collectively. The main 
way they discern this is through the use of an 
anonymous survey along with  some interviews.

The way we can all help is to participate in the survey 
with honest and thoughtful responses. You will be 

hearing more about the timing of the survey and ways to participate in the near future. One 
of the best ways to receive the survey will be via email so it is very important that the office 
has your correct email address. 

Once the survey is completed, the Center produces a report for us and works with us to 
develop our own three year action plan. Your survey responses are an important and critical 
step in this process. We all want a strong, revitalized church that serves our community well. 
Help us in the process to make this happen.     

Your Session
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Stephen Ministry 
Are you trying to rebuild your life following the death of your spouse, the end of 

your marriage, or the loss of your independence when you had to move into assisted living? 
Are you having to deal with a cancer diagnosis or a chronic illness? Stephen Ministry can 
help you with the grieving process by matching you with a 
caregiver who will walk alongside of you, allowing you to talk, to 
cry, to be sad or angry - whatever you need to do. Your Stephen 
Minister will work the process and let God work the healing.

Please call the church if you would like to talk to someone 
about getting a Stephen Minister for yourself or someone else who 
is grieving. You do not have to walk the journey alone.

Special Surprises in Epiphany 
Here we are at the end of the season of Epiphany in the Church and I must admit that 
typically I am not on the lookout for epiphanies in my own life. They often sneak up on me 
and surprise me!

 A few weeks ago, I made a journey to NYC to take care of my daughter 
following an operation, and the epiphanies I experienced did surprise me. 

 The first Epiphany was that I was enfolded by the prayers of so many people. 
Many of the people I heard from were you all here at First Presbyterian! Thank 
you so much for your prayers for my daughter who is recovering wonderfully! 
 AND for the prayers for me. They absolutely provided the emotional and 
physical strength I needed. 

 Driving home from New York to Michigan, I realized how blessed I had been 
even in this situation which presented as a difficult one. Most parents never 
imagine that they will have the opportunity to care for an adult child. Frankly, 

most of us really don’t want to imagine that. But the time together was a blessing even in 
those circumstances. 

 I believe that parenting is a kind of a dance. At each stage of life, there are new steps to 
learn for both parent and child. My daughter and I had to learn a lot of ‘new steps’ and as it 
turned out, we were surprisingly good at them! Another Epiphany! 

 Once again thank you for the prayers! I felt them and they most certainly helped me learn 
that new dance!

And I will be praying for you to have the peace that your prayers really did provide for me. 

Peace.
Linda O’Dell
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                             FPCHS Leadership for 2022 
                                            Ruling Elders 

                                                  Class of 2022 
   Karen Bezilla              ksbgolfr1@gmail.com 

 Fran Borchers              franceslborchers@yahoo.com
                         Lou Kasischke louk@gtlakes.com

     Kenny Stewart      kenstewart5@gmail.com                 
                                   Class of 2023 

 Sue Blevins                   jsblev@charter.net
Chuck Huebner           charles.huebner@att.net
Kathleen Serra foster_Kathleen @me.com
Roy Tipton rrtipton@me.com

                                               Class of 2024 
 David Crouse              david@crouseentertainment.com

Jim Kochensparger jkochensparger@icloud.com
Judy Patberg judythe.patberg@gmail..com

                                                                       Deacons 
                              Class of 2022 
 Susan Lafferty soozlafferty@gmail.com

Linda Loepke ploepke@charter.net
Linda Rosenow  lsrosenow@gmail.com
Barbara Stone barb@thepetoskeystones.com

                                         Class of 2023 
 Martha Cook                marthacook81@gmail.com    

 Craig Cottrill                ccottrill@freeway.net
 Sue Stackhouse            shstackhouse@gmail.com
                                       Ima Williams                imajowilliams@msn.com

                                             Class of 2024 
Fran Kochensparger fdkochensparger@icloud.com
Marinda Miller pawpawhs61@gmail.com
Pat Slebiska pslebiska@gmail.com
Sharon Van Buren sharonvb01@gmail.com
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March 2022 - FPCHS 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 1 2 3 4 5
-8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-9:30 AM: Women in the Word -2:00 PM: Community Bible -6:00 PM: Cleaning
-4:30 PM: Deacons -Study at Perry Farm
-7:00 PM: AA -5:00 PM: Kirk Ringers

-6:00 PM: Women's Chorus
-7:00 PM: Ash Wednesday 
-Service

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
: Communion -9:00 AM: PEO Group -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA

-9:00 AM: Adult Discipleship -3:00 PM: Finance Team -9:30 AM: Women in the Word -2:00 PM: Community Bible -3:30 PM: Worship Team -12:00 PM: Building & 
-10:00 AM: Worship -5:30 PM: Caregiver Support -Study at Perry Farm -Grounds Team
-6:00 PM: Cleaning -7:00 PM: AA -4:30 PM: Women's Chorus -6:00 PM: Cleaning

-5:30 PM: Kirk Ringers

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
-9:00 AM: Adult Discipleship -2:00 PM: University Club -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -6:30 PM: Mission Team -9:30 AM: Women in the Word -2:00 PM: Community Bible -6:00 PM: Cleaning
-10:00 AM: Worship -6:30 PM: Session -Study at Perry Farm
-6:00 PM: Cleaning -7:00 PM: AA -4:30 PM: Women's Chorus
-6:00 PM: Grange -5:30 PM: Kirk Ringers

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
-9:00 AM: Adult Discipleship -7:00 PM: Emmet Co. Farm -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -Bureau -9:30 AM: Women in the Word -2:00 PM: Community Bible -6:00 PM: Cleaning
-10:00 AM: Worship -5:30 PM: Caregiver Support -Study at Perry Farm
-6:00 PM: Cleaning -7:00 PM: AA -4:30 PM: Women's Chorus

-5:30 PM: Kirk Ringers

27 28 29 30 31 1 2
-9:00 AM: Adult Discipleship -2:00 PM: University Club -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:30 AM: Women in the Word -2:00 PM: Community Bible 
-10:00 AM: Worship -7:00 PM: AA -Study at Perry Farm
-6:00 PM: Cleaning -4:30 PM: Women's Chorus

-5:30 PM: Kirk Ringers


