
                                                                                          

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
 
As a Christ-centered, missional church, we are called to be sharing the love of God with our 
coworkers, neighbors, and community. We do that in many ways including our worship, our 
work with local charities, and seeking to serve others in our personal lives as we grow as 
followers of Christ. One of the less visible ways we do this as a congregation is through the 
Pastor’s Discretionary fund.
 
This fund, as the name implies, is for use by the pastor to address 
needs that arise in our congregation and community. Just in the past 
month, this fund has helped assist a young couple to transition out of 
homelessness by contributing to a deposit on a rental. It has also been 
used to provide gas to someone who is struggling to afford to get to 
work. Additionally, it was used to purchase an engine part for another 
person whose vehicle had broken down.
 
The pastor’s discretionary fund not only allows me to provide material support on behalf of 
the church, but it also gives me the opportunity to talk with those we are helping. I get to 
hear their stories, pray with them, and provide counsel when appropriate. Just having a 
listening ear is a reminder to them that they matter and they are loved, regardless of what 
circumstances they encounter.
 
Congregations are often asked to reflect on the question, “if we were to disappear tomorrow, 
would anyone outside the congregation even notice?” Let me assure you that people would 
notice if we disappeared. In both large and small ways, God is impacting the lives of those 
around us through this congregation. Through your worship and prayers, your giving and 
service, and in ways both obvious and subtle, you make a difference. So let us be 
encouraged to continue to “walk the walk” and to know that we also matter and are loved, 
regardless of any circumstances.
 
God bless,
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Your Session At Work 
On Tuesday, August 16, Session held its Stated Meeting in the Gathering Place.
COMMUNICATIONS:  
Received from Norma Brown of the Women's Book Study a request that their group be listed 
as Women's Study Group. Being there were no objections to this, Kip will talk with Norma.
TREASURER'S REPORT:

Received the Treasurer's Report showing a July YTD deficit of a little over 
$56,000, the highest ever experienced at this time of year. YTD income of 
$200,000 is the lowest experienced. Expenses are fixed and average 
$37,300 per month. At this rate we can expect monthly deficits of $5,000 to 
$10,000.

PASTOR'S REPORT: Kip will be joining the Perry Farm and Hillside Board.
ATTENDANCE FOR THE MONTH OF JULY:
July 7   81+13 at 8      July 14   68+15 at 8      July 21   70+ 10 at 8:     July 28  97+ 17 at 8
THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEE REPORTS WERE HEARD:
Adult Discipleship:  Lou has replenished books for the education table.
Building and Grounds:  Kenny reported Playground Pitstop a success with 13 people 
participating in this hands-on event.
Children, Youth and Family:  Fran reported that Renee' will hold "Blessing the Backpacks" 
with pizza for everyone on September 4 and after school Wednesdays "Kids Club" to begin 
September 21. It will be advertised in local papers and Harbor school.
Missions: Karen listed Mission Team volunteer opportunities:
     Sept. 10 Habitat for Humanity 9 am to 2 pm.
     Sept. 18  Fiesta Picnic at Genesis. Servers, desserts and funds needed. 
     Sept. 21 Hillside social hour with tea, cookies and a sing along. Servers needed.
     Nehemiah House men & women volunteers needed 5pm to 9pm and 9pm to 8am.
      CONTACT KAREN at ksbgolfr1@gmail.com to help
Stewardship:  David will begin "Living Legacy Stewardship" Sept. 4. It will culminate on 
Sept. 25 with pledges returned, a mission fair and refreshments.
Small Group Ministry:  Judy is forming a Small Group Ministry Committee.
SURVEY REVIEW:
David Winner, consultant, from Center Consulting joined the meeting via Zoom. He 
consulted with us regarding the who, what, where, when of the three priorities of the "Three 
Year Action Plan".  Those priorities being Outreach, Connectedness/Belonging and Next 
Generation.  There was discussion regarding coaching for Kip as recommended by the 
Center. David had discussed coaching with Kip prior to the meeting. He was asked by 
Session to send them information regarding the coaching their group could do. He will put 
together and send a proposal for Session's consideration.
Next meeting:  6:30 pm, Tuesday, September 20
Sue Blevins, Clerk of Session
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Living the Legacy ~ Stewardship 2022 
One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
                                                                                                                                      Psalm 145:4
 

This fall we are honoring our members with Living the Legacy. This is also the 2023 
stewardship campaign. This theme is designed to not only celebrate 
the legacy of past members, but to inspire us to embrace that legacy as 
a gateway to the future. If you have not already done so, please 
prayerfully consider your pledge for 2023 and mail it back in the 
envelope provided. If you have not received your pledge card or need a new one, they are 
available on the table outside the church office in the Narthex.
We are all in this together supporting this church and our community.  
God speed,
David Crouse, Stewardship Team

Upcoming Sermons 
Oct 2                2 Tim. 1:1-14               Unashamed
 
Oct 9                2 Tim. 2:8-15               Remaining Faithful
 
Oct 16              2 Tim.3:14-4:5                        Peaks and Valleys
 
Oct 23              2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18     Second Wind
 
Oct 30              Ephesians 1:11-23      Inheritance
 
Nov 6              2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17  Just Relax
 
Nov 13                      2 Thess. 3:6-13          Do the Work
 
Nov 20                     Col. 1:11-20               The Reason Why Christ the King Sun.
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Our Christian Education Director 
We are pleased to welcome Renee' Morris to FPCHS  as our new Children's Christian 

Education Director. She and her husband, Ryan, recently moved to Harbor Springs from 
Tyler, Texas. He is a physical therapist and the manager of McLaren Home Health Care in 
Cheboygan.

  Having been born and having lived all of her life in Tyler she met 
her husband at a friend's backyard barbecue. The couple have three 
young children. The twins, Ryan and Crystopher, are five and Locke is 
four. They also have three grown children Brandon, Leigha and Cody.  
These children have given them five grandchildren. We have been 
happy to see her children and some of her grandchildren in our 
Sunday School.
  Renee' likes to spend time reading, hiking with friends and 
listening to music. She also enjoys baking, doing various crafts and is 
currently learning to knit. At Genesis she led a play group for 
children, their parents and caregivers helping them to grow their 

connections to the church and other families. She also led "Mom and Me" Bible studies.
  Renee' said, "I love this church!" She has enjoyed how welcoming the people have 
been showing her genuine appreciation and support. Her entire family feels blessed to be 
here. In her ministry here she hopes to connect with new and current families building 
strong bonds through the love of God.
  We are pleased that Renee' has Sunday School going and the Wednesday after school 
"Kids Club" scheduled to begin September 21. Her "Blessing the Backpacks" event and pizza 
lunch on September 4 was a huge success with about 17 children participating and many of 
their parents present.

We are happy to have you with us Renee’!

Children, Youth & Family      Reneé Morris, CE Director 
Kids Club is kicking off September 21!! Every Wednesday we will be providing 
a weekly craft, snack and games for our children in the community. Ages K-5th 
are welcomed!!! We also need VOLUNTEERS!! If you or someone you know 
would like to volunteer, please contact Renee' at 231-526-7332 ext204 or 
email renee@fpchs.org.

Playgroup with FPCHS has begun. Every Monday from 10am-11:30. On Sunny days we 
will be out at parks and hiking trails or a beach. On rainy days we will be in the Kids Zone 
in the LL. You can follow us on Facebook as well at FPCHS Kids Zone Playgroup. For more 
info, please contact Renee’ Morris at renee@fpchs.org or text 903-617-1185.
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Building & Grounds Team News 
Playground Pitstop was held on Sunday August 14th.  This was an event to fix up the 
playground and surrounding areas in a 90 minute ‘pitstop’ amount of time.  

We had 13 volunteers that pitched in to re-stain the playscape, pull the weeds and spruce up 
the nearby basketball areas. Everyone had fun and did a great job.  

As you can see from the last picture, the results have already been ‘kid tested’!

~ Kenny Stewart, Chair
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The Community Gardens has had a bountiful year.  Tomatoes, squash, carrots, onions 
kale, corn, herbs, flowers and more have been abundantly growing across the 20 beds.  

In celebration of the year, the Building & Grounds team hosted a Gardeners Appreciation 
Day on August 27th.  We invited all the gardeners to an informal celebration of their ‘green 
thumb’ efforts.  It was a beautiful day to meet and greet fellow gardeners and stroll the 
gardens with a glass of lemonade.  

~ Kenny Stewart, Chair
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Deacon News 
There are two things that we can count on in Life. Our Lord is with us constantly molding 
and shaping us into His people  and CHANGE. Everyday brings changes and most of them 
are small, needing minimal adjustments. But some days, well… let’s just say the change may 
life altering. These may be welcome celebrations and others may be heart breaking loss. And 
everything in between. When these changes happen within our church community, Pastor 
Kip  and all the Deacons are there to reach out to comfort and support. At this time, we have 
a couple who is not able to drive themselves to worship any longer and are seeking help 
with transportation. They live in town. If you are willing to bring them to worship even 
periodically, please call Sharon Van Buren at 231-838-4617 as she is the deacon who helps 
with transportation needs. We also have a couple who needs at least one meal a week to be 
brought to their home. If you could provide an evening meal to this in town couple, please 
call Sue Stackhouse at 517-937-2287, who is the deacon who coordinates the meals program. 
Your deacons are reaching out to you to help serve the needs of  members of our family at 
First Presbyterian Church and our community. Your kind prayers and support in serving 
God’s call to help others would be greatly appreciated. It may be Fall, but we will Rise! 
Have a blessed autumn, 
Your  Deacons, 
Martha Cook, Craig Cottrill, Fran Kochensparger, Susan Lafferty, Linda Loepke, Marinda 
Miller, Linda Rosenow, Sue Stackhouse, Pat Slebiska, Sharon Van Buren,  Ima Williams

Women’s Bible Study Fellowship 
BSF or Bible Study Fellowship is a Christian, nondenominational Bible study. We are 
grateful that FPCHS is hosting a woman’s group on Tuesday mornings at 10:00. The study 
this year is focused on People of Promise- Divided Kingdom. It is a four layered study that 
includes reading independently from scripture, group discussion, a lecture and notes. Each 
step leads to deeper understanding and gratitude for God’s abundant gifts. If you are 
interested in knowing more, please contact Sue Stackhouse at 517-937-2287 or go to BSF.org.

                                 

                                                                                                         Page   7

http://bsf.org/


Fellowship Fun! 
 

From Jerry Root 
Jerry Root preached for us back in June of this year. Many people commented on a prayer he 
shared. He has been kind enough to send it on to be shared here. 

Prayer of the unknown Confederate Soldier: 
I asked for strength that I might achieve; 
I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked for health that I might do greater things; 
I was given infirmity that I might do better things. 
I asked for riches that I might be happy; 
I was given poverty that I might be wise. 
I asked for power that I might have the praise of men 
[people]. 
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of 
God. 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life; 
I was given life that I might enjoy all things. 
I got nothing that I had asked for, 
but everything that I had hoped for. 
Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were 
answered, 
I am, among all men [people], most richly blessed.
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Amen. 
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October 2022 - FPCHS 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

25 26 27 28 29 30 1
-8:00 AM: AA

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
: Communion -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA

-10:00 AM: Sunday School -Zone Playgroup -8:30 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-10:00 AM: Worship -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir 
-6:00 PM: Cleaning -Study Fellowship -Rehearsal

-4:30 PM: Deacons -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-7:00 PM: AA

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -Zone Playgroup -8:30 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -3:30 PM: Worship Team -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -2:00 PM: Finance Team -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club
-2:00 PM: New Members -2:00 PM: University Club -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir 
-Class -Study Fellowship -Rehearsal
-6:00 PM: Cleaning -11:00 AM: Personnel Meeting -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-6:00 PM: Grange -5:30 PM: Caregiver & Grief 

-Support
-5:30 PM: Mission Team
-7:00 PM: AA

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -Zone Playgroup -8:30 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -12:00 PM: Building & 
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club -Grounds Team
-6:00 PM: Cleaning -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir -2:00 PM: Cleaning

-Study Fellowship -Rehearsal
-6:30 PM: Session -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-7:00 PM: AA

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -Zone Playgroup -8:30 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -2:00 PM: University Club -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club
-6:00 PM: Cleaning -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir 

-Study Fellowship -Rehearsal
-5:30 PM: Caregiver & Grief -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-Support
-7:00 PM: AA

30 31 1 2 3 4 5
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids 
-10:00 AM: Worship -Zone Playgroup
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour
-6:00 PM: Cleaning




