
                                                                                          

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.
John 1:5

 
Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian Church,
            It is always interesting to write this newsletter article at the end of the year that covers both 
December and January. We are in the season of Advent, but it’s also an opportunity to look back at 
the previous year and to look forward to the year to come. It’s a chance to think about things I regret, 
things I am pleased with, and things I hope for in the future, all while waiting for the celebration of 
the incarnation of Jesus and looking forward to his return.
            As I look back at the past year there’s no denying it’s been challenging. It’s been a struggle to 
recover from the losses we experienced during the pandemic. It’s been humbling to recognize what I 
could have done better during that time. I regret not doing a better job in staying connected with the 
congregation and providing the pastoral care I would have liked to. On the other hand, I am pleased 
with and grateful for this congregation. I appreciate those who have shared honestly about their 
frustrations and disappointments as well as those who have shared their appreciation and 
encouragement. I am grateful for leadership and staff (and for new staff!) who have worked 
diligently to help us be a better church and to work together for God’s Kingdom. Although it has 
been a challenging year, many have shared with me a sense of growing excitement and enthusiasm 
in the last few months and I remain confident in the future God has for us to serve his people, reach 
out to our community, and bring glory to him.
            And isn’t that what this season of Advent is all about, the coming of light into the darkness? 
At a cosmic level, Jesus came into a dark world to bring us the love and forgiveness of God and to set 
in motion the reconciliation of all the world with our Creator. Jesus will come again to bring to 
fulfillment that ministry of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. For the church, his body, Jesus 
comes to us in the midst of the darkness of our struggles and failures with the light of his promise 
that he is with us to the end of the age and that he will return to consummate the covenant he has 
made with us, his people. And as individuals Jesus comes into the darkness of our sin, doubt, and 
confusion with the light of love, forgiveness, and purpose and the promise of eternal life with him.
            The old year is ending, and the new year is beginning. The old life has gone, and the new life 
has begun. What we have been as church may not continue as we have known it, but what God has 
in store for us is far more than we can ask or imagine. I pray that in this season and in the year to 
come, you may know the joy and peace that only come with knowing we belong to Christ.
God bless,
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Your Session At Work 
On October 18 Session held its Stated Meeting in the Gathering Place.  Consultant David 
Winner was present via Zoom.
EXAMINATION OF NEW MEMBERS:
Graham and Helen Hagley, John and Meg Ideker and Mike and Brooke Woodham were examined 
and accepted into membership.  On October 16, Christoper Coleman and Finn Blanck were examined 
and confirmed at a Special 
Called Session Meeting and were accepted as members. Christopher and Finn were then presented 
to the congregation at the 10 am church service.
OCTOBER ATTENDANCE:  October 2/99     October 9/105     October 16/78
TREASURER'S REPORT THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30:
Average monthly giving has been $28,500 while average monthly expenses are $38,000 causing 

close to a $10,000 shortfall each month. These monthly shortfalls have 
given us our current $86,000 YTD deficit.
Kip reported that he will be away November 14-21.  Approved Jerry Root to 
preach November 20.
Approved serving communion at the late Christmas Eve service.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:
With a 2023 projected budget just under $500,000 and pledges for 2023 of $269,260 received thus far, 
a Special Meeting to discuss the budget was set for 6:30 pm October 2.
SURVEY ACTION:
*  Approved Kip's 360 Survey Participation List, a requisite to his coaching.
*  Approved an article for the newsletter regarding Kip's coaching.
*  Approved Session's letter to Kip regarding the coaching expectations.
Sue Blevins, Clerk of Session

Your Session At Work - Again 
On October 25, Session held a second meeting for the month in The Gathering Place. This one was a 
Special Called Meeting for the purpose of discussing budget issues.
FINANCIAL REVIEW:  Actual pledges on this date are about $270,000. The projection for unpledged 
income is $100,000. The preliminary 2023 budget is just under $500,000. The $15,000 increase over 
2022 is caused primarily by insurance cost increases which cannot be changed.
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   Christmas Eve Services
5:00 pm - Family Service 

9:00 pm - Traditional Service 
with Communion

    

Join us for these wonderful 
celebrations of the birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 



PLAN GOING FORWARD:  To keep growth going while we are trying to turn things around using 
the 3 Year Action Plan, we will stay the course, use spendable funds from the Community Fund as 
necessary, make cost cuts where possible, work the 3 Year Action Plan and request additional giving 
by the congregation.
DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE COST REDUCTIONS:
   *  Kip will not be taking a Sabbatical in 2023 therefore pulpit supply funds will not be 
       needed.
   *  Kenny Stewart will rework the Building and Grounds budget taking out projected 
       inflation.
   *  Increase garden plot fees from $25 to $35-$50 depending on plot size.
   *  Use volunteer small groups to take care of flower beds.
   *  Decrease Waste Management cost by using one dumpster instead of two.
   *  Talk with the CYF Director to see how many hours she projects working.
   *  Possibly reduce the Mission Committee's contribution to Presbytery.
   *  Place inactive members on the inactive roll to reduce per capita cost.
The Treasurer to incorporate reductions into the projected budget and resubmit it for acceptance. 
Meeting to work on The Action Plan set for 4:00 pm November 8. The Regular Session Meeting was 
rescheduled for 4:00 pm November 22.
Sue Blevins, Clerk of Session

Deacon News:  
The anticipation of Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas always lift my spirits. Memories of 

special times with my family and friends are woven with memories of preparations and worship 
in“our” church throughout the years. I pray that while these memories connect me to my past, new 
memories are being made. As we come together in His name, as a strong family of faith, building 
relationships that are inspired and are led by our Lord, may His spirit reach deep into each of us 
overflowing into all whose lives we are to touch.  

As Christians and as deacons, we are called to serve “those in need, the sick, the friendless, 
and any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of faith”. During the 
holiday seasons, witnessing other’s joy can be painful to those who do not feel joy, but rather feel 
suffering, pain, and separation. May each of us open our hearts to the ways that the Lord is guiding 
us to reach out and lift them up, in His name.  Be not afraid, He goes before you. Instead of presents, 
give your presence. Visit, listen, and share yourself genuinely with others. May you let yourself be 
inspired to keep them in your prayers, and may you become the answer to 
your prayers.

Craig Cottrill, one of our musicians and deacons was called to 
provide an evening with his fellow musicians of uplifting Praise music to 
our Almighty Lord.  In early November, First Presbyterian Church enjoyed 
a soup supper followed by the Praise gathering.  It was a success! The 
second event will be offered the first Friday in December at 7:00 pm with 
additional singers and musicians!  To be followed, on the first Friday in 
January, a soup supper will be offered at 6:00pm prior to the Praise 
gathering.  For those who enjoy singing along, moving with the music, and watching inspirational 
images, this is  an uplifting evening!  Please come and join us!!! 
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As God is with you, Share Him in Love! 
Yours in Christ, 
Sue Stackhouse, Craig Cottrill, Martha Cook, Fran Kochensparger, Susan Lafferty, Linda Loepke, 
Linda Rosenow, Pat Slebiska,  Sharon Van Buren, and Ima Williams

Art & Music Ministry                                  Monica Pavel, Director 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven!”

 The angels’ song heard from the hills of Bethlehem was sang by the most wonderful choir 
ever heard. A choir of angels proclaiming the birth of the Son of God that came as a baby boy to save 

this world. Those angels knew how much we needed to be saved from the 
bondage of sin, and they saw Satan’s rage and his destructive plan against God’s 
creation. However, that silent night, the angels knew that Jesus is the conqueror, 
the Prince of Peace, the one that will be a balm to the aching world and hope to the 
broken hearts. That night, when the angels’ heavenly music was revealed to the 
humankind, the only ones that were there to receive it were some humble 
shepherds, not kings and princes, nor church leaders or merchants. It was the 
shepherds that were blessed with the best music ever heard on this earth. Don’t 
you wish you were a shepherd that night, gazing at the stars on a quiet night, 
while suddenly the most beautiful harmonies sang by the most beautiful voices 
were heard from the heavens? I would have loved to be there too.

Even though our voices and musical skills are far inferior to those of the 
angels, I know that God receives our praises and is well pleased. God doesn’t need 

our praises, but we are the ones that need to have thankful hearts and recognize the source of life, the 
source of blessings, the source of mercy and hope. Through our music here at First Presbyterian 
Church, we praise God from Whom all blessings flow, and give thanks to our Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.
“…And on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests!”
Monica Pavel Kissinger
Director of Arts and Music Ministries

Children, Youth & Family Ministry  Reneé Morris, Director 
Dec 3rd is our first Parents Night out 6pm-9pm. Games, Crafts, Pizza & Popcorn, with the movie 
“The Star” showing. Please RSVP as space is limited. Email Renee to register at renee@fpchs.org
 Dec 20th “The Reason for the Season” family night. Join us from 6:30 to 8pm for Cocoa, Cookies, 
Gingerbread house building ( 1 per family) must RSVP for gingerbread house, sing along caroling 
and Story time with Pastor Kip! RSVP with renee@fpchs.org
 Playgroup will continue every Monday here at the First Presbyterian Church from 10 am -11:30 am 
in the FPC Kids Zone.
Kids Club is every Wednesday from 3:30-4:30 in the FPC Kids Zone. Kids Pre-k through 5th  are 
welcomed! Register with Renee at renee@fpchs.org
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Mission News 
                                

Wishlist Information
We have our adopted families listed on the boards as in the past but your role will be to offer prayers 
for the family's blessed holiday and contribute to the Wish List fund for their food voucher and gifts 
purchased. The Christmas gifts purchased from our church will be comfy cozy clothing which we 
have done these last three years; this has been very well received by our adopted families. Your 
mission committee will make these purchases. Families will pick up their Wish List gifts on Dec. 
19. Please consider supporting this endeavor by making a donation by check to FPCHS with 
"Wishlist or Ingathering" in the memo area. 

Christmas Tea Party at the Senior Center on December 9
Our Mission Team invites you to volunteer to help with our Christmas Tea Party at 
the Senior Center on Fri. Dec. 9, 12-1pm. Please sign up to help on the poster board in 
narthex.Wish List 2021

              News from Haiti 
I want to personally thank everyone at our church for your consistent and generous support 

of the Haiti Nursing Foundation. Over the years we have supported student scholarships with 
$28,000.00 at the nursing school in Leogane, Haiti.  The difference this has made to Haiti's healthcare 
and in the individual lives we have touched is tremendous.  

It has been and continues to be a very tough and scary time in Haiti. The future is very 
unsettled and there are more questions than answers about what shape the country will be in a year 
from now. What I can assure you of is that the nursing school, FSIL, is alive and well. The student 
population has grown and young people continue to be educated and supported in their quest to 
become nurses and leaders in Haiti.  The school has added Masters programs and expanded their 
elementary school nurse program. There are challenges to overcome, but the staff and students at 
FSIL will meet the challenges and continue to excel. Below are a few specific facts about the school 
and the link to a wonderful video the students prepared. If you would like to hear more about HNF 
or are interested in making a donation please call me at 231-526-7287.  I am always happy to share 
my experiences with this wonderful organization.

•       While increasing gang violence and political instability continues to create challenges for Haiti, 
including stifling food and fuel costs, (inflation is at 30% and fuel costs have increased 128%) FSIL is
managing to maintain its standards of excellence in nursing education, with a student body of 215 
this year including 87 first-year students. The Haitian government had asked schools to open in early 
October. However, students have largely remained at home. FSIL was an exception in starting classes 
in October, and continues to provide the best nursing education in the country. The immense 
generosity of supporters like you helps to bolster this resolve.
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•       This Fall, FSIL held a monumental graduation ceremony for the classes of 2021 and 2022.  
Students overcame immense obstacles to complete their studies and voiced their resolve to use their 
new status to fight for a better Haiti.
•       In October, HNF held its annual fundraising gala, in person once again at the Ann Arbor City 
Club in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  We exceeded our goals by raising $27,000.00 to support the School-
Based Nurse Project, providing health care and education to thousands of primary school children in 
the Léogâne area. You can imagine the life-changing impact a gift like this can have on the entire 
community.
•       The nursing students at FSIL prepared a video of a traditional dance for the event.  You can 
view it here if you missed it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=st6Fr8f6-fQ
•       Your support for HNF/FSIL remains vital.
Thank you again for all you do and please remember to pray for Haiti and its people.
Shalom,
Nancy Rondel
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                2022 Christmas Greening 
 Would you like to contribute to the Flower Fund for Christmas decorations? Your donations cover the cost of 
poinsettias, ribbon, candles and lights. Please fill out this coupon and return it, by Dec. 15 to the church office 
with your check in any amount. Donations may be “in honor of” or “in memory of” a loved one, or to 
commemorate anything you wish. Dedications will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletins. For more info contact 
linda@fpchs.org.

Your Name:____________________________________________________
                   ___I wish to remain anonymous

Amount of donation:____________
In honor of: _____________________________________________________

In memory of:___________________________________________________
                              In the event funds received exceed the needs of this project, the excess

              may be used as specified by the Session of FPCHS.

                                                 Ways to give to FPCHS:
1. There are envelopes always available in the pews.
2. You may request Personal Giving Envelopes for 2023 by emailing Linda: linda@fpchs.org
3. Schedule Auto-Withdrawal monthly from your bank:  email Linda: linda@fpchs.org
4. Give On-line: Use ‘Donate’ button located on the top right of our website: www.fpchs.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=st6Fr8f6-fQ
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December 2022 - FPCHS 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 1 2 3
-8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA

-2:00 PM: Cleaning -6:00 PM: Parents Night Out
-7:00 PM: Family Praise 
-Music & Fellowship with 
-Craig Cottrill

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
: Communion -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA

-10:00 AM: Sunday School -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -12:00 PM: Building & -3:00 PM: Wedding
-10:00 AM: Worship -Playgroup -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club -Grounds Team
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -2:00 PM: University Club -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir -1:00 PM: Hillside Tea
-3:00 PM: LTCS Concert -Study Fellowship -Rehearsal -2:00 PM: Cleaning

-4:30 PM: Deacons -5:00 PM: Mere Christianity -4:30 PM: Wedding Rehearsal
-7:00 PM: AA -Book Study

-6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -3:30 PM: Worship Team -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Playgroup -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club
-6:00 PM: Grange -6:30 PM: Mission Team -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir 

-Study Fellowship -Rehearsal
-11:00 AM: Personnel Meeting -5:00 PM: Mere Christianity 
-5:30 PM: Caregiver & Grief -Book Study
-Support -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-7:00 PM: AA

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning -5:00 PM: Christmas Eve 
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Playgroup -Group -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir -Family Service
-12:00 PM: Wish List Set Up -2:30 PM: Wish List -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -Rehearsal -9:00 PM: Christmas Eve 

-Distribution -Study Fellowship -5:00 PM: Mere Christianity -Service with Communion
-6:30 PM: For the Reason -Book Study
-6:30 PM: Session -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-7:00 PM: AA

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
-10:00 AM: Sunday School : Holiday - Office Closed -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -9:00 AM: Cleaning -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -Group -5:00 PM: Mere Christianity 

-Playgroup -5:30 PM: Caregiver & Grief -Book Study
-Support
-7:00 PM: AA
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January 2023 - FPCHS 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
: Communion -12:00 AM: Holiday- Office -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA

-10:00 AM: Sunday School -Closed -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-10:00 AM: Worship -9:00 AM: Cleaning -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club -6:00 PM: Soup Supper
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -4:30 PM: Deacons -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir -7:00 PM: Family Praise 

-Playgroup -7:00 PM: AA -Rehearsal -Music & Fellowship with 
-2:00 PM: University Club -5:00 PM: Mere Christianity -Craig Cottrill

-Book Study
-6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -3:00 PM: Worship Team -12:00 PM: Building & 
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Playgroup -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club -Grounds Team
-6:00 PM: Grange -6:30 PM: Mission Team -11:00 AM: Personnel Meeting -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir -2:00 PM: Cleaning

-5:30 PM: Caregiver & Grief -Rehearsal
-Support -5:00 PM: Mere Christianity 
-7:00 PM: AA -Book Study

-6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Playgroup -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club

-2:00 PM: University Club -6:30 PM: Session -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir 
-7:00 PM: AA -Rehearsal

-5:00 PM: Mere Christianity 
-Book Study
-6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Playgroup -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club

-5:30 PM: Caregiver & Grief -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir 
-Support -Rehearsal
-7:00 PM: AA -5:00 PM: Mere Christianity 

-Book Study
-6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers

29 30 31 1 2 3 4
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: Kids Zone -9:00 AM: Women's Study 
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Playgroup -Group

-2:00 PM: University Club -7:00 PM: AA




