
                                                                                          

“[Christ] is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully 

works in me.”   Colossians 1:28-29
 Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 Fall is the time of the year when we are blessed with the changing of the color of the leaves, brisk 
mornings with frost on the ground, and the return to a quieter time of the year compared with the 
hecticness of Summer. Fall is also election season every other year.

I am increasingly aware of my role as a pastor during election season. Passions tend to run high as 
we confront issues that will affect our lives and the lives of others depending on the outcome of the 
vote. This includes not only who will represent us in the legislature, but also whether various 
proposals become law. And, like you, I often feel quite strongly about the things we are voting on. 
The question then is whether, as a pastor, I should tell people how they should vote.
 
My conviction is that my role as a pastor is to help the people of our congregation to become mature 
disciples. I strive to do that through preaching, teaching, administering the sacraments, pastoral care, 
and prayer. The goal is that the Spirit of Christ might dwell in each one so fully that their will 
conforms to God’s will. This is God’s promise through the prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 31:33-34):

“I will put my law in their minds 
    and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
    or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know me, 
    from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the Lord.

If I am fulfilling my pastoral call, I need to trust that the Holy Spirit is working in each of you. As 
Christians, every part of our lives is under the authority of Jesus whether that is our home life, our 
work life, or our political life. How you vote should be determined by your identity as a Christian, 
but I need to trust the Holy Spirit to work in you. It is my prayer that each of us can trust God’s work 
in others and God’s plan for us, our nation, and the world. Our voting is an act of faith. I won’t tell 
you how to vote, but I will tell you that it should begin and end in prayer and in the new identity we 
have in Christ.
God bless,
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Your Session At Work 
Session met in the Gathering Place at 6:30 pm on September 20, 2022.
 
The Clerk reported the attendance for September:
Sept 4/101 Sunday School 12,  Sept 11/83  Sunday School 6,  Sept 18/79  Sunday School 9
 
TREASURER'S REPORT THROUGH AUGUST 31:
Giving was higher this month but overall lagged behind past years. Budgeted expenses  are $40,000 
per month while actual expenses are $37,500. Average monthly giving is $30,000. The $7,500 shortfall 
creates the YTD deficits. YTD deficit is $62,067.98.
 
Motion passed to use less than $1,000 from the Memorial Fund to pay for a piano humidifier for the 
sanctuary.

 
Motion passed to have employment agreements created for all employees 
which clearly define hours, vacation time and unpaid leave so that it is 
approved and budgeted for. Employees are required to post their in office 
hours to make sure projected changes don't negatively impact the budget.

 
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY:
There were 9 children in Sunday School September 18.  13 children participated  in "Blessing the 
Backpacks". Monday's playgroup has 6 to 10 families participating.
 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS:
Changes to the lower level include changes of the paint color and removal of old furniture and the 
refrigerator to benefit the children's programs. Outreach and Hospitality was asked to gather 
information on who should provide input on decorating changes to the walls and furniture in the 
hall and Gathering Place. Motion passed to have Building and Grounds find options for fixing the 
dangerous carpet in the downstairs hall and Gathering Place.
 
SURVEY UPDATE:
David Winner, consultant from the Center, joined the meeting via Zoom. He explained and answered 
questions regarding the Center's Coaching Proposal for Kip. A coach will meet with Kip once a 
month for six months via Zoom with sessions lasting 1.5 to 2 hours. Coaching will involve a custom 
designed coaching plan based on Kip's desires and needs for growth. There will be assignments 
between sessions. The Center will report back to Session as deemed appropriate. It was noted that 
the entire cost of the coaching plan will be paid by an anonymous donor. Motion was passed to 
approve the Center's Coaching Proposal for our pastor, Kip Murphy.
 
Next meeting scheduled for October 18. David Winner to be present via Zoom.
Sue Blevins, Clerk of Session
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Living the Legacy ~ Stewardship 2023 
Dear Friends and Members of First Presbyterian Church, 
 
            On behalf of those who helped with this years Stewardship campaign, “Living the Legacy”, 
thank you!  Of the campaigns I personally have been involved with through the years I have never 
had the number of people who reached out to say how touched they were by the personal 
testimonials of Carolyn Whittle, Annie Adams, Kathleen Serra, and Kip’s sermons.  It’s made a 
difference.  
  To date we’ve received back over 73 cards representing $266,460 total pledge amounts. This is 
a strong start but we as a church family need to dramatically increase this in the coming weeks in 
order to accomplish our goal of $480,000.00. This is definitely achievable. 
  FPCHS is a shining beacon not just in Harbor Springs but in the entire surrounding area.  
Many rely on our missional outreach; our Biblically based sermons; our music; and small group 
ministries just to name a few. Volunteer work, as well as financial aid, is 
provided throughout the community and elsewhere. Emphasis is first placed 
on local needs such as the Harbor Springs Food Pantry, MANNA, the Salvation 
Army, CROP Walk and our Ingathering (Thanksgiving) and Wish List 
(Christmas) help for local families. Organizations serving children, seniors, women, and the 
homeless are assisted. Even though the focus is local, world needs are always considered. Funds 
have been provided for a medical expedition in South Africa, an educational program in Kenya, and 
a Nursing School in Haiti.
  If you need a pledge card, you can find them on the table outside the office in our Narthex 
next time you’re in church. You can also email your pledge confidentially to linda@fpchs.org. If you 
do have a pledge card simply drop it in the mail.   

The apostle Paul gave a good example of generosity to fellow believers in 2 Corinthians 9:6, 
“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.”

Today, we’re to extend that same generosity inside and outside the church:  “Do not forget to 
do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased (Hebrews 13:16). 

 
God’s blessings,

       David Crouse
Stewardship Team 

Upcoming Sermons 
 
Nov 6              2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17  Just Relax
Nov 13                      2 Thess. 3:6-13          Do the Work
Nov 20                     Col. 1:11-20               The Reason Why Christ the King Sun.
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Deacon News:  
Family Praise Music and Fellowship 

Save this date! Friday, November 4th, at 7:00pm, you are invited to our first evening of Family Praise 
Music and Fellowship at First Presbyterian Church in Harbor Springs. The music will be for all ages 
by local musicians including our own Deacon, Craig Cottrill!  To start off the evening a soup supper 
will be offered at 6:00 pm hosted by the Deacons. Come as you are to move, sing and enjoy an 
evening of music praising Jesus! Hope to see you there!!!   
Your  Deacons, 
Martha Cook, Fran Kochensparger, Linda Loepke. Susan Lafferty, Marinda Miller, Linda Rosenow, 
Pat Slebiska, Sue Stackhouse, Sharon Van Buren, Ima Williams, and Craig Cottrill!!

                                

                                                                                                         Page   4



Ingathering/Wishlist 2022 
A beautiful autumn seems to jumpstart us to prepare for the upcoming holiday season. Your mission 
committee has been partnering with our schools and the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 281 since 
September to provide our holiday community outreach program: Thanksgiving Ingathering and 
Christmas Wishlist.

We are excited about returning to some pre-covid traditions. Ingathering will continue to be a 
distribution of Oleson’s food vouchers. Families will come to the church to pick up their voucher, be 
greeted by our church families and leave with their vouchers and some homemade baked goodies by 
our congregation. Stay tuned for dates and times. 

We will be returning to our Wish List Boards… with a slight twist. Our adopted families will be 
listed on the boards as in the past but your role will be to offer prayers for the family’s blessed 
holiday and contribute to the Wish List fund for their food voucher and gifts purchased. This 
thoughtful suggestion was made by Pastor Kip.

The Christmas gifts purchased from our church will be comfy cozy clothing which we have done 
these last three years; this has been very well received by our adopted families. Your mission 
committee will make these purchases,

The Toy Fair will return to the Gathering Place! The gifts provided will be provided by the American 
Legion and Toys for tots. We will need your help as we assist families as they pick out their 
children’s gifts. A wrapping station will also be provided for families who would like to wrap their 
gifts before leaving. Again, stay tuned for dates and times.

If you would like to help your mission committee prepare for any part of this process, please contact 
Tracy Beckley, Kaye Frang, Joanie St. John or Carolyn Whittle.

Wish List 2021
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November 2022 - FPCHS 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 1 2 3 4 5
-8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club -7:00 PM: Family Praise 
-10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir -Music & Fellowship with 
-Study Fellowship -Rehearsal -Craig Cottrill
-4:30 PM: Deacons -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-7:00 PM: AA

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
: Communion -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA

-10:00 AM: Sunday School -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -3:00 PM: Worship Team -12:00 PM: Building & 
-10:00 AM: Worship -Zone Playgroup -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club -Grounds Team
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -2:00 PM: University Club -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir -2:00 PM: Cleaning

-Study Fellowship -Rehearsal
-11:00 AM: Personnel Meeting -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-5:30 PM: Caregiver & Grief 
-Support
-7:00 PM: AA

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible -8:30 AM: Men's Bible Study -12:00 PM: Al-Anon -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Zone Playgroup -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club
-6:00 PM: Grange -6:30 PM: Mission Team -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir 

-Study Fellowship -Rehearsal
-6:30 PM: Session -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-7:00 PM: AA

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible : Happy Thanksgiving! : Holiday Office Closed -8:00 AM: AA
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm -12:00 PM: Al-Anon
-11:00 AM: Advent Decorating -Zone Playgroup -Group -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir -2:00 PM: Cleaning
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -2:00 PM: University Club -10:00 AM: Women's Bible -Rehearsal

-Study Fellowship -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
-5:30 PM: Caregiver & Grief 
-Support
-7:00 PM: AA

27 28 29 30 1 2 3
-10:00 AM: Sunday School -9:00 AM: Cleaning -8:00 AM: Men's Fellowship -2:00 PM: Community Bible 
-10:00 AM: Worship -10:00 AM: FPCHS Kids -9:00 AM: Women's Study -Study at Perry Farm
-11:00 AM: Fellowship Hour -Zone Playgroup -Group -3:15 PM: Kids Club

-10:00 AM: Women's Bible -4:30 PM: Chancel Choir 
-Study Fellowship -Rehearsal
-7:00 PM: AA -6:15 PM: Kirk Ringers
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                                 2022  FPCHS Leadership 
                                            Ruling Elders 

                                                  Class of 2022 
   Karen Bezilla              ksbgolfr1@gmail.com 

 Fran Borchers              franceslborchers@yahoo.com
                         Lou Kasischke louk3491@gmail.com

     Kenny Stewart      kenstewart5@gmail.com                 
                                   Class of 2023 

 Sue Blevins                   jsblev@charter.net
Chuck Huebner           charles.huebner@att.net
Kathleen Serra foster_Kathleen @me.com
Roy Tipton rrtipton@me.com

                                               Class of 2024 
 David Crouse              david@crouseentertainment.com

Jim Kochensparger jkochensparger@icloud.com
Judy Patberg judythe.patberg@gmail..com

                                                                       
                                                   Deacons 

                              Class of 2022 
 Susan Lafferty soozlafferty@gmail.com

Linda Loepke ploepke@charter.net
Linda Rosenow  lsrosenow@gmail.com

                                                     Class of 2023 
 Martha Cook                marthacook81@gmail.com    

 Craig Cottrill                ccottrill@freeway.net
 Sue Stackhouse            shstackhouse@gmail.com
                                       Ima Williams                imajowilliams@msn.com

                                             Class of 2024 
Fran Kochensparger fdkochensparger@icloud.com
Marinda Miller pawpawhs61@gmail.com
Pat Slebiska pslebiska@gmail.com
Sharon Van Buren sharonvb01@gmail.com




