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First Pres 

Father’s Day 

06/18/2023 
10:00 am 

Service In the Park 
We will be worshiping 
together in the park between 
The Pier restaurant and the 
Harbormaster. Please bring 
lawn chairs or blankets to sit 
on. There will be no café 
church that morning. Also, 
bring Dad to church! This 
Father’s Day give your dad 
the ultimate gift, the word of 
God by bringing him to 
church.  

 

VBS  

06/20/2023 
9:00am 

VBS is just a few weeks 

away. We are getting 

excited and gearing up to 

have our youth and 

littlest of detectives help 

us solve Jesus’ 

mysterious parables. 

Make sure you sign your 

little detectives up today. 

Contact Renee at 

renee@fpchs.org 

Crop Walk 

06/24/2023 
9:00am 

This year marks the 19th 

annual Little Travers Crop 

Hunger Walk. Participants 

will be walking to raise 

money to help feed food-

challenged families from 

Emmet County. For more 

info check out our Blast 

this week  or visit 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2

023/event/petoskeymi  or 

contact Kevin Laporte and 

Tracy Beckley.  

Events 

7940 Cemetery Rd 

Harbor Springs, MI 

231.526.7332 

www.fpchs.org 

 

Café Church Sunday 8:00am 

Sundays Service 10:00am  

Children’s Church 10am 

Fellowship 11:00am 

https://www.facebook.com/1stPresHS/
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/event/petoskeymi
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/event/petoskeymi
http://www.fpchs.org/
https://fpchs.org/


 

 

 

 

Snakes and Doves 

I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.

 Matthew 10:16 

Recently someone used my name in a scam. Some people received texts from a fake email that claimed to be 

from me. These texts asked people said I urgently needed their help to buy some gift cards and then send a 

photo of the cards to that email. Of course, it wasn’t me, but it was a clever scam. 

Some scammers have learned to use the names of pastors taken from church websites or Facebook pages, 

knowing that people tend to trust their pastors so that their guard will be down. These people prey on the 

willingness of Christians to give of themselves to others. It is a despicable practice not only because it 

defrauds people, but also because it erodes trust. When we see things like this, it is easy to become cynical 

towards those who are asking for assistance. 

It isn’t just email and Facebook requests. We are constantly being asked to give money or resources, whether 

to registered charities, a television ministry, disaster relief, or the person at the corner asking for help with 

food or shelter. We know that some of these requests are for legitimate needs while others are only to line 

the pockets of less than honest people. So what are we to do? Do we close our hearts to everyone so that we 

don’t give to scam artists and other unscrupulous people, or do we simply give to everyone who asks without 

asking any questions? 

While taken a little bit out of context, I think Jesus’ words in Matthew about being as shrewd as snakes and 

as innocent as doves can provide some help. It is easy to be cynical in our world today and to hold tightly to 

our money while thinking that others will only misuse it. We are accustomed to believing that a homeless 

person will buy alcohol rather than a meal or a bus ticket. We naturally think that those who ask are 

undeserving of our charity because they are lazy or have made poor decisions and need to work their way 

out of it themselves.  

Nevertheless, Jesus reminds us that we are to go the extra mile and to give our shirt as well as our jacket to 

the one who asks. Being as innocent as doves means we work to keep our hearts softened towards others. 

We strive to see the image of God in everyone we meet. We attempt to give them the benefit of the doubt. 

We act generously because we know that everything we have comes from God in the first place. It is placed 

in our hands so that we can use it for God’s purposes. 

On the other hand, being “as innocent as doves” does not mean being gullible. It is poor stewardship to give 

to a registered charity when we know that only a small fraction of what we give will go those we are trying to 

help. This is where being as shrewd as snakes comes in. When requests come via text or email, especially if it 

seems to be from someone you know, verify the email or phone number. Call them if you’re unsure. We 

should also investigate any charity we might want to give to. There is helpful advice available on the web for 

most charities. One useful site is: https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/giving-charity. Another is charity 

navigator: https://www.charitynavigator.org/. 

Being good stewards of what God has granted us can be difficult. There are so many scam artists and so many 

ways we can be misled, but regardless of whether we choose to give to an organization or an individual when 

asked, as Christians we are Christ’s ambassadors who to we treat everyone with love and compassion. 

         Pastor Kip Murphy  

https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/giving-charity


   

 Note From Music Ministry          
Invitation to make music at FPCHS this summer  

Invitation to join Summer Choir: If any of you have been thinking in joining the choir, or trying it out, please come and sing with us              
during the summer. The choir does not have rehearsal during the week in the summer, and just meets on the Sunday,  
and sings at 9am. We have three dates for the choir this summer: June 11, July 16, and August 13. If you have any questions, please 

contact me at monica@fpchs.org 

Invitation for children to participate the Summer Choir Camp for Children 2023: If you have children, grandchildren, or friends with 

children, please let them know about this program where kids get to sing, ring bells, learn about music theory and history, and play 

musical games. All about experiencing music! The Choir Camp is a three-day program, Tuesday July to Thursday July 18-20,  9am-12pm. 

On the following Sunday, July 23, for the 10am worship service, the children will get to perform what they’ve learned at the camp. I 

hope we can have a big number this year! Thank you for your help! For more questions, please contact me at monica@fpchs.org 

Monica Pavel Kissinger 

Director of Arts and Music Ministry 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note from Missions 

 

 

                                                   

 

Picnic Drive 
ITS PICNIC SEASON… and once again your mission committee is 
organizing a Picnic Drive to support the patrons who come to the 
Harbor Springs Community Pantry with all the food items needed 
for a family picnic. 
 
Would you like to provide a picnic for a family?   
 
If so, pick up a bag from the church, fill it with the items listed on 
the grocery bag and return it to the church on or before July 2nd. 
 
Your mission committee will bring the bags to the pantry for 
distribution on July 3rd.  Our goal is to provide 50 families with 
picnic goodies!! 
 

mailto:monica@fpchs.org
mailto:monica@fpchs.org


  

We are just 2 weeks away from having our 2023 VBS. I’m so excited for all the fun activities we have in place, along with 

special guest appearing Thursday June 22 and Friday June 23 to wrap up our time with kids. I want to thank all the people 

who have signed up to volunteer, without all of you, none of this would be possible. If you wish to sign your child or 

grandchild up for VBS please contact me at renee@fpchs.org for registration forms.  

Kids Club is on pause until after July 4th. This is to ensure that everything is done and ready for VBS. Once Kids Club 

resumes will be heading outdoors for weekly adventures to Thorne Swift, Shay Park, Offield Viewing and the Fish 

Hatchery just to name a few. If you are interested in helping volunteer this summer for 1-2 hrs. a week to help these kids 

have an amazing summer, please contact me at renee@fpchs.org 

4th of July we will be participating in the Harbor Springs parade. We need a volunteer who has a truck and trailer that the 

kids can place their banner on and ride in the parade on. The kids are so excited about this and while they older kids can 

walk the parade no problem, our little ones just can’t walk that far yet. Please contact me if you can help with providing a 

“float” for the kids.  

Children’s Church is every Sunday at 10am. Right now, we are not doing children’s message, meaning children can be 

checked in and taken straight to the Lower Level to their classroom. Also, we’re asking that all parents now pick up their 

kids from the classroom as well to take to fellowship hour or for home. We’re starting on a new series called Heroic 

here’s a snippet of what our series is about; Every kid wishes they had superpowers, but with Jesus, we don’t need x-ray 

vision or invisibility to be heroes! In this four-week series, kids will hear stories about the heroes of the Early Church — 

the apostles and disciples who used their unique abilities to spread the good news of Jesus. Through their stories, we’ll 

see that anyone can do great things for God because God gives everyone a mission, the Holy Spirit gives us 

power, and we’re heroic when we work as a team! Make sure your kid(s) are not missing out on this exciting four-week 

series. Hope to see little smiling faces Sunday morning. 

             Renee Morris 
             CYF Director 
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We have new summer office hours. Starting June 12, 2023 
Monday 12:30pm-3:30pm 
Tuesday 09:00am-3:30pm 
Wednesday 12:30pm-3:30pm 
Thursday 9:00am-3:30pm 
Friday and Saturday Closed 
Sunday 8:30am-12:00pm 
Please Check Staff Members doors for their office hours. 
Thank you 

              Office Management    
   

 Easter Lily and Kids Club Photos  

Thank you, Barb, for submitting this adorable photo of the kids with their Easter Lilies they planted from our Easter 

event. We love seeing happy faces and growing flowers from our Children’s Ministry. Can’t wait to see them both 

BLOOM!  Also last day of Kids Club until July 5th. Kids had great day gardening and decorating the sidewalks with 

chalk.  

                



 

 
 

Fathers Mean the World 

 
Fathers are the ones who work so hard, 
Building bridges and fixing up the yard, 

Driving trucks and feeding their families, 
Their hard work is the backbone of society. 

 
They have toiled in the sun and rain, 

Working hard to help ease the family's pain, 
Their dedication and hard work, never in vain, 

For their love and care, there is no refrain. 
 

They have built homes and schools and more, 
Their contributions we cannot ignore, 
From fixing everything that's broken, 

To teaching us lessons that remain unspoken. 
 

Fathers are the unsung heroes of our time, 
Their sacrifices and hard work are a true sign, 

Of their unwavering dedication and love, 
That lifts us up and makes us soar above. 

 
We need fathers in this world today more than ever, 

To guide us through life's twists and turns, we must endeavor, 
To honor their hard work and sacrifice, 

And cherish their love and care, forever in our lives. 
~ Dev Sommerville 

 

  



 

YOUR SESSION AT WORK 
 

Session held its Stated Meeting in the Gathering Place at 6:30 pm, May 16, 2023, with Pastor Kip Murphy moderating and all 
Session Members present. After examination by the Session, motion was made and passed to receive Renee' Morris into 
membership at First Presbyterian Church of Harbor Springs. 
Clerk's Report: 
On May 7, Communion was served to 97 with Pastor Kip Murphy officiating. Attendance thus far in May was 97 on May 7 and 98 on 
May 15. 
Treasurer's Report: 
April incoome was $32,020.02, expenses were $33,504.43 creating a monthly loss of $1,484.41.  April was almost identical to last year 
but, because we have not yet hired an Office Manager, the deficit is down about $10,000.  As of April 30, 2023, YTD income is 
$110,013.21, YTD expenses are $138,848.97, YTD deficit is $28,835.76. 
Pastor's Report: 
Kip reported he will be away from May 31 to June 6 or 7 to consult with a Presbytery in Iowa.  He is meeting with Coach Dave Marks 
and at this time is working on his tendency to avoid conflict as well as what he is not doing and what the congregation is not doing. 
The Three Year Plan: 
Jim reminded Session that we should be spending a portion of each meeting working on The Plan.  The Chairperson for each 
committee was asked to be prepared next month to report on their committee's goals as related to The Three Year Plan.  Judy 
volunteered to talk to Susan Stackhouse to determine how the Deacon/Elder relationships can best be persued. 
Children, Youth and Family: 
Motion was passed to "add on" to FPCHS's current administrative software at an addionional cost of $75 a month with funds to come 
from the CYF budget. This addition should allow reaching out to more families and better tracking.  It will also be beneficial to other 
committees in the chuch. 
Building and Grounds: 
There was a request from the Committee to replace 66 flourescent lights with LEDs in the basement at a cost of $1,932.  Jim requested 
a cost/benefit analysis be completed. 
Missions: 
Karen reported that Deb Niswander, Child Support Coordinator for Fruit of the Vine Ministry will speak Sunday on the need for support 
for widows and children. 
Personnel: 
Regarding the Office Manager position, motion passed to proceed with making an offer to Raeann Dunlop at $30 an hour for 25 hours 
a week, medical coverage through PCUSA and other benefits as defined in the recently updated Employee's Guidelines. 
Transfer of Funds: 
In order to pay the additional expense of hiring an Office Manager, motion was passed at Kip's request, to transfer his Sabbatical Fund 
to the General Fund.  If the church becomes more financially stable the Pastor's Sabbatical Fund will be restored. 
There was a request from a Session Member that consideration be given to replacing the prayer in the Blast and in the bulletin each 
week with a Bible verse.  Request was taken under consideration. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm and was closed with prayer.  Next meeting scheduled for June 20 at 6:30 pm. 

 
Sue Blevins, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

"If there is any immortality to be had among us human beings, it is certainly only in the love that we 
leave behind. Fathers like mine don't ever die." -Leo Buscaglia 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Deacon Meal Ministry 

 

As some of you already know that the Deacons provide a meal ministry to those who are unable to shop for and 

prepare their own meals. This is generally due to temporary health issues within the family.  We have found a way 

to notify members of our church and other caring individuals in the community of the meals needed frequency,  

allergies or strong preferences/dislikes.  Those providing the meal are able to sign up  to provide meals on 

requested days and times so that it works for their schedule as well, and this also eliminates duplication.  

Increasing the number of providers helps to keep from overwhelming just a few.   

 

If you are willing to participate by preparing a meal, please notify Sue Stackhouse by phone 517-937-2287 or by 
email: shstackhouse@gmail.com .  Your e-mail address is most helpful as this permits you to receive and respond 

to a needed meal request.  Families are most grateful for this kindness that you provide in God’s name. Families 

who accept this kindness are informed of times, dates, and meals to expect.  They indicate what information 

regarding their need is to be shared or kept confidential.  In situations that may become long term, other agency 

programs may be offered, and support is provided to help them connect with those agencies as well. 

 

A huge thank you to all those who have been providing meals. You have blessed many by your kindness!!!    



WOMEN’S Study Group 
 

The Women’s Study Group has met every Tuesday morning since 2013 (yes, even during COVID we met outdoors and on Zoom) and 
have read many authors who write about Christianity, spirituality, religion, and life:  Philip Yancey, Philip Gulley, Marcus Borg, 
Emerson, Martin Luther King, Karen Armstrong, Richard Rohr, Brené Brown, Thich Nhat Hanh, Barbara Brown Taylor, Diana Butler Bass, 
Brian McLaren, and Robin Wall Kimmerer just to name a few.  Some of us also subscribe to religious blogs and newsletters, read 
articles and other publications such as Christian Century. 

 
We are a group of women who come together to learn, explore, and discuss our spiritual journeys.  While the membership expands 
and contracts over the years we bond in deep and meaningful ways ~~ we care for and about each other, our families and friends, our 
health and wellbeing, and our spiritual growth.  We are there for each other when life brings challenges or opportunities.   

 
Recently we took the opportunity to stream several sessions from the Southern Lights Conference which is what we want to tell you 
more about.  The 2023 Conference was held at Epworth By The Sea Conference Center, a United Methodist Church located on St. 
Simon’s Island, Georgia.   Butler Bass and McLaren hosted the Conference which included speakers: Ilia Delio, Reggie Williams, Padraig 
O’Tuama, Grace Ji-Sun Kim, and Tripp Fuller along with music by Ken Medema and Solve Leithaug.   

 
Why our interest in this conference and these speakers? We were attracted to the co-hosts, both authors that we have enjoyed 
reading.  As well, some of us subscribe to the Butler Bass newsletter, The Cottage, a source of much spiritual food.  The conference 
theme was “Reimagine Faith in Word (Poetry and Song), the World (Liberation and Justice), and Cosmos (Faith and Science)”.  The 
format was based on session speakers followed by Q&A and discussions. 

 
Williams is a Professor of Christian Ethics at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, and a scholar and theologian in African 
American Theology.  He first wrote Bonhoeffer’s Black Jesus in 2014, and a revised edition in 2021.  His book and conference message 
looked at the life and death of Eric Bonhoeffer who was a Protestant Christian, Aryan German who died in a Nazi concentration 
camp.  Williams explores the question of what killed Bonhoeffer rather than who.   

 
Ilia Delio is a Franciscan Sister, Professor of Theology at Villanova University, founder of the Center for Christo genesis, and is an 
internationally respected leader in the fields of science and religion with specialties in neuroscience, cosmology, physics and 
evolution.  Her message began with the pre-Christian era, through Jesus and Christianity, and into our current society.  She explores 
the development and evolution of science and its impact on our day-to-day life through scientists like Newton, Einstein, Bohr, Dirac, 
Bohm, Tielhard, Jung, etc.  Delio challenged us to consider how science and Christianity have evolved and developed over time, or 
not.   

 
Our group enjoys and benefits from exploring a breadth of ideas, research and philosophies, discussions about day-to-day applications 
for living a Christian life, and pondering history compared to today’s society.  We are open, enjoy and invite new thoughts and 
perspectives.   

Annie Adams 
 
 

 
 

 
  



Crop Walk 2023 

 

This year marks the 19th annual Little Traverse Crop Hunger Walk, and participants will once 
again raise money to help feed food-challenged families from Emmett Co. (through Manna 
Food Project which supports several local food pantries) and around the world. Little Traverse 
Crop Hunger Walk 2023 will kick off at 8:30 a.m., June 24 in front of Evelyn Hall on the Bay View 
Association Campus, with registration and opening ceremonies. The walk will begin at 9 a.m. 

Please Join Us! Team "First Presbyterian Harbor Springs" is going to participate in the The Little 
Traverse CROP Hunger Walk on Saturday, June 24th, at 9:00 am in Bay View. The proceeds from 
this walk help feed the hungry both throughout the world and in our community by aiding 
Manna, The Harbor Springs Food Pantry, and Brother Dan's Food Pantry. Join our church's team 
as a walker, rocker (cheering from a rocking chair on the porch by the start), or donor. This can 
be done by contacting Kevin LaPorte or Tracy Beckley. On Sunday there will be a poster at 
church where you can indicate interest as well. More info 
at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/event/petoskeymi.  

  Families:  Bring your little ones with you. It is a long walk but there is a fun park nearby that 
you and your littles can stop and take a fun break if need. Make it a fun family event in helping 
to ensure another family has plenty to eat.  

Youth: Are strongly encouraged to join in the Crop Walk. What an amazing way to get a youth 
involved in helping their community.  So, encourage your Youth to put on some air pods and 
walk to help end hunger. To have your youth join please contact Kevin or Tracy! 

 

 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/event/petoskeymi


 

Requests 

Online @ www.fpchs.org  

  

 Mail @ 7940 Cemetery Rd, Harbor 

Springs, MI 49740 

First Presbyterian Church of 

Harbor Springs 

www.fpchs.com 

General Support 

Linda Loepke     

Dorothy Litzer                                      

Lizann Donley                                        

Nate Rice                                                  

Irene Wehner (David & Sharon Knoodle)     

Malcolm Snyder (Ima Williams)                   

Travis & Debra Carpenter (Roy Tipton)    

Carolyn & Jim Cloutier                           

Diane Burns (Kathy McCreight)               

Ciara Raymond (Judy Wilson)                   

Jacob Malley (Kathy McCreight)              

Carrigan & Christian Warner (Kathy 

Bodzick)                  

Gabby Guthrie (Kathy McCreight)  

Kabel Sheehan (Karen Bezilla) 

Bette Shelton        

Truda Kruger     
Amy Richardson (Linda Rosenow)     

Jamie & Deb Sears (Lizann Donley)  

Jessica, Joseph, Jasper, V’en Venohr (Kathy Bodzick) 

At Home/Long Term Care:                              
   
Shirley Clarke (Dave Clarke)                    
Michael Baity (Pineview) 
 
Sympathy to the Family and Friends of: 
David Heinz (Kaye Frang)              Ed Stolt               
Sharon Thorton  
Doug Brautigam    
Marion Lamy (Laurie Ford) 
Jerry Kaiser (Sharon Van Buren)           
Jim Harp (Melanie Manary) 
Bob Brown                                            
Kathy Bultman 
Dave Williams                                      
Dave Borchers    
Tom Spooner                                             
Kabel Sheehan (Karen Bezilla)                
Andy Lasley (Debra Root) 


